
representatives are me, Bill, 
Karen, and Stephanie She-
han. 
 Stephanie is also the 
Membership Committee rep-
resentative and will be con-
ducting a membership drive 
at our regional conference. 
Contact Stephanie at 
steph_music@yahoo.com to 
volunteer to help with that 
drive. Hayoung Lim repre-
sented SWAMTA at the Em-
ployment and Public Rela-
tions committee meeting. 
They are going to be looking 
at trends in music therapy 
private practices and may be 
contacting you for your input. 
Julie Long is a long-standing 
representative for the Profes-
sional Advocacy Committee 
and also represented 
SWAMTA at a few other 
committee meetings in San 
Diego. Please continue to 
communicate misrepresenta-
tion issues to her (jlong@nts-
online.net). That committee 
has also been working on the 
MT Clinical Self-Assessment 
Guide, which is available on 
the AMTA Members Only 
website. This Guide can be 
used to obtain CMTE credits! 
 SWAMTA is repre-
sented on the Research Com-
mittee by Amy Rogers. They 
are offering two $5,000 
AMTA Clinician Research 
Grants. Proposals are due 

 
 

 Happy New Year! I 
hope your holidays were rest-
ful and pleasant. The 11th 
Annual AMTA Conference 
in San Diego was one of the 
best I've attended in a while 
and I enjoyed meeting many 
of you there. I am very proud 
to say that SWAMTA had 
100% representation at the 
committee, board, and assem-
bly meetings last year. Pass-
ing along information to new 
representatives have been 
spotty in our region, so I've 
asked all the representatives 
to submit committee guide-
lines to be posted on the web-
site that will outline each 
committee's responsibilities. 
Those guidelines are due 
May 1, 2010 to 
janice@heartbeatmusictherap
y.net. 
 The AMTA commit-
tees accomplished a lot of 
good work and you can find 
full reports on the newly de-
signed SWAMTA website 
(Thank you Chris Webb!). 

I'd like to highlight some of 
the work they did this year. 
Kathy Challgren attended 
the Affiliate Relations Com-
mittee meetings for Kayla 
Minchew. Send reports of 
speaking engagements or 
publications of articles in 
affiliated professional jour-
nals to Kayla at 
bt99trap@hotmail.com. Bill 
Matney, Karen Miller, Ed 
Kahler, and I attended the 
Assembly Delegate meetings, 
which were busy and exciting 
this year. The Assembly rec-
ommended to the AMTA 
Board of Directors and Na-
tional Office to consider how 
to move forward as soon as 
possible with the redesign of 
the AMTA website to make it 
more professional and user 
friendly. The Assembly also 
recommended that the 
AMTA Board consider  
changing the practice of dis-
bursement of membership 
dues back to the regions from 
a set dollar amount ($15) to a 
percentage of AMTA dues. 
This assembly's term ended 
on Saturday, November 14, 
2009. Thanks also to Nellie 
Doty who filled in as Alter-
nate Delegate while Bill was 
rehearsing for Opening Ses-
sion. The new Assembly be-
gan on Sunday, November 
15, 2009 through November 
2011. Your current Assembly 
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September 15, 2010. Contact 
Amy for more details 
(amymtbc@msn.com). Janice 
Dvorkin  has represented us 
for several years on the Stan-
dards of Practice Committee, 
which has worked with 
AMTA national office to have 
list the Standards on the web-
site in order within each 
population. Thank you, Mary 
Altom, for attending the Stan-
dards meetings in San Diego. 
Sophia Lee is on the Aca-
demic Program Approval 
Committee which met for 
hours and worked on guide-
lines for distance learning 
program approval. Kate Har-
rison, Research Committee 

representative, has success-
fully received reimbursement 
from two insurance compa-
nies! Contact Kate to report 
your reimbursement successes 
or to receive assistance in 
pursuing reimbursement 
(kharrison07@hotmail.com) 
 Be sure to also check 
out the reports from Mary 
Lawrence, Association In-
ternship Approval Commit-
tee; Debbie Dacus, Standards 
of Clinical Practice -- thanks 
to Barbara Bastable for at-
tending those meetings; Chris 
Webb, Technology -- thanks 
to Christina Stock and Julie 
Long for attending those 
meetings; Marni Dowell , 

Government Relations; Mi-
chelle Kennemer, Student 
Affairs Advisory Board; Elsa 
Maria Garcia , International 
Relations; Ann Petty, Con-
tinuing Education -- thanks to 
Gloria McDaniel for assist-
ing with the work of that 
committee; and Kathleen 
Coleman, Judicial Review 
Board. 
 As you can see, the 
members in our region con-
tribute much to the work of 
AMTA. I appreciate the work 
that you are doing.  Please 
contact me if there is anything 
SWAMTA or AMTA can do 
for you. 
--Janice Harris, MA, MT-BC 

  Texas: 2 
Associate: 1 (Texas) 
Affiliate: 3 (Texas) 
Patron: 2 (Texas) 
Retired: 3   
  New Mexico: 0      
  Oklahoma: 1                                                                                                                                          
  Texas: 2 
 
We had 12 new mem-
bers join during the 3rd 
quarter as follows: 
Patron: 1 
Professional: 9 
Students: 2 
 
Total Members in the 
SWAMTA Region: 247 
 

Membership:   
For the 3rd quarter of 
2009, our membership 
consists of the following: 
Professionals: 175  
  New Mexico: 7 
  Oklahoma: 9 
  Texas: 159 
Students: 49 
  New Mexico: 0   
  Oklahoma: 4   
  Texas: 45 
Grad Students: 11 
  New Mexico: 1    
  Oklahoma: 0                                                                                                                                     
  Texas: 10 
Honorary Life: 3 
  New Mexico: 1                                                                                                                               
  Oklahoma: 0                                                                                                                                      

Membership Commit-
tee: 
It is indicated in our by-
laws that the President-
Elect sits on the Mem-
bership Committee.  
The main goal of this 
committee over the next 
year is to conduct a 
membership phone 
drive for each region. 
This will probably be 
done at our Regional 
Conference and if you 
have any ideas on how 
to go about this, please 
feel free to contact me!   
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Bi-Laws:  
I am proposing the 
following addition to 
the by-laws.  The re-
gion will vote on this 
by-laws change at the 
regional conference. 
 
 Article IV. Officers  
Section 5   h) maintain 
a monthly log of busi-
ness conducted during 
their term and send it 
to the President-Elect. 
 
~Stephanie Shehan, 
NMT, MT-BC 
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SWAMTA Regional Conference 
“Kickin’ Back In Amarillo” 

March 25-27, 2010 
Fifth Season Inn & Suites 

6801 I-40 
Amarillo, TX 79106 

(806)358-7881 

Conference Registration Information 

Earlybird:  

Postmarked by February 

1st, 2010 

Regular:  

Postmarked by March 12th, 

2010 

On-Site:  

(After March 12 you must  

register on-site)  

Professional:  $120 Professional:  $150 Professional:  $225 

Students:  $50 Students:  $50 Students:  $100 

Non-member:  $175 Non-member:  $200 Non-member:  $275 

    Special Options 

Included with registration Included with registration Guest dinner 3/25/10:  $30 

Included with registration Included with registration Guest luncheon 3/27/10:  $25 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Hotel Information  
 

Hotel Room Rates (per night):  $65+ tax/Night up to Quad Occupancy 
The conference rate is available for the dates of the conference and one  

surrounding day. (March 24th to 28th) 
Fifth Season Inn & Suites, 6801 I-40, Amarillo, TX 79106, (806)358-7881 

It is important to be sure to register for the conference rooms! 
You must reserve your room by March 3 in order to r eceive this reduced rate!  
__________________________________________________________________ 
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To register for the conference, please follow these steps.  Go to 
www.swamta1.org.  Click on Conferences at the top of the 
page.  It will take you to the registration form.  After completing 
the registration form you will be taken to the confirmation 
page.  At the bottom of that page you will see the link directing 
you to the payment step.  Paypal accepts both credit cards and 
personal checks.   
 

If you are paying online, after completing online registration follow the payment link, 
then follow these steps: 
1.  View the box most appropriate for you (Student, Non-member, Professional member) 
2.  Left click once on the small purple box to the right of the "Early Registration" line.  This 

will drop down a menu 
3.  Highlight the registration you want (Early or regular)  It should turn purple 
4.  Left click once on it 
5.  Left click once on the yellow "Add to Cart" button  It will take you directly to Paypal 
6.  This page is your "cart".  It will show you the item you want to purchase.  It is here where 

you may add quantity (if  you are paying for another person's fees).  You may remove items 
from your cart, if you feel you've made a mistake or no longer want the item.  And it shows 
an itemized list and total of your purchase. 

7.  If you are finished with your purchase, left click once on the yellow "Proceed to check out" 
button.  This will take you to another page asking for payment/setting up a Paypal account. 

8.  If you do not have a Paypal account, left click once click on the small blue "continue" but-
ton that is to the above right of the credit card icons seen on the left side of the screen.  The 
screen will prompt you to complete the online form where you may add billing information. 

9.  If you are not finished with your purchases and want to add CMTE courses, left click once 
the grey "continue to shop" button.  A prompt will ask you if you want to move away from 
this screen, click "yes.” 

10.  Follow steps 5, 6 & 9 if you want to continue adding to your cart.  You may only add one 
item to your cart at a time.  However, if you are done, follow steps 5, 6, 7 & 8. 

If you are unable to make a payment via paypal or your employer or organization will be 
paying your registration by check please complete the online form, then mail your checks 
to: Amy Rogers, 2775 N. State Hwy 360, #937, Grand Praire, Texas 75050 (be sure to en-
close a note stating the name(s), address and phone numbers of the registrations being 
paid). 

Registration Process 
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Friday Evening entertainment will take place at River Breaks Ranch.  Transportation will be pro-

vided to the Ranch. We will take a covered wagon out to the campsite, where we will be fed, enter-

tained and even have a chance to bet some Ranch Bucks on the horses. Cost of the entire eve-

ning of fun is $25.00 per person.  You may register on your registration form and pay with using 

SWAMT paypal or you can pay when you get there.  For more information about this fun night of 

entertainment go to: www.riverbreaks.com. 

 

Conference Tote Bags with the Conference Logo and dates will be available for purchase at the 

Conference.  If you would like a conference bag, be sure to mark it on your registration form. 
 

WTAMU will be hosting an Alumni get together on Thursday evening, following the opening ses-

sion and entertainment.  Please email Dr. Ed Kahler (ekahler@mail.wtamu.edu) if you would like 

CMTE A:  Music Therapy Drumming: Level One Primer 
Learning Objectives (CBMT Scope of Practice areas): 

  Identify (visually and aurally) a variety of drums and percussion instruments 
              commonly used in music therapy  (CBMT Scope of Practice I.A.1.c,d,e) 
 

Understand and apply musical elements of percussion, as related to rhythm, dynamics, timbre, and styles, rooted in traditional 
play/professional techniques. (CBMT Scope of Practice IA1.) 

 
Gain a basic rhythmic vocabulary for a variety of drums and rhythm instruments, with specific instruction on playing techniques 

and clinical applications 
 
Demonstrate an understanding of ways to improve rhythmic acuity and a capacity to maintain a steady beat, phrasing, and re-

spond to fluctuations in tempo and dynamics. (CBMT Scope of Practice I.B.5,6,V.A.6) 
 
Learn professional percussion skills, based on traditional, cultural perspectives. (CBMT Scope of Practice IB7a., 3A3b.) 
 
Use musical leadership skills to facilitate and conduct group music therapy (CBMT Scope of Practice 3A3c.) 
 
Create and improvise quality percussion music to facilitate therapeutic processes (CBMT Scope of Practice 3A3h.). 
 

Presenters:  
Bill Matney, M.A., MT-BC  works full time with a school district, and teaches two percussion methods courses at Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity.  He authored the book Tataku, The Use of Percussion in Music Therapy , currently being used at universities nationwide.  
Mike Marcionetti, MT-BC  is clinical staff supervisor at Austin State Hospital.  He is also a published researcher and maintains a pro-
fessional performance schedule with various percussion groups. 
 
Schedule and Format: 
Thursday, March 25, 2010, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm; Lunch on your own: 12:00-12:50pm.  
Instruction will be provided for 250 minutes. Breaks will occur during the course to reflect this  
time allotment. 
Format: Experiential and Lecture 
CMTE Credits: 5 
Cost: $75.00 Professional $25.00 Student 
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CMTE B – Internship Supervision and Development 
Learning Objectives  
1. List basic concepts from AMTA “Standards for Education and Clinical Training.” (V.B.10.) 
2. List responsibilities of the internship director as identified in the “AMTA National Roster Internship Guide-
lines.” (V.B.8.) 
3. Identify competencies that would be incorporated in your training program (V.B.8) 
4. Identify the stages of Internship and training considerations (V.B.8) 
 

Presenter: Mary Lawrence, MT-BC  Mary Lawrence began working at Lewisville Independent School District Department of 
Special Education in 1998 and has trained interns since 2006.  She has done presentations at AMTA national conferences and SWA-
MATA regional conferences. Mary is the Southwestern Region representative to the Association Internship Approval Committee. 

Schedule and Format  Thursday, March 25, 9:00 am-3:00 pm Lunch on you own from 12:00-12:50 Instruction will be 
provided for 250 minutes. Breaks will occur during the course to reflect this time allotment. 

Format: Experiential and Lecture 

CMTE Credits: 5 

Cost: This course is free to AMTA members. Participants registering for this course on site mu st show proof of 
AMTA membership at the time of registration.  

CMTE C – More from the Big Yellow Bag: Incorporating Verbal Techniques Into Your Music Therapy Sessions 
Learner Objectives  
Provide music therapy experiences to achieve the fo llowing: 
 
1. Develop or enhance language, speech, and communication skills (III A 1.f.2) 
2. Elicit and shape, as appropriate speech and language skills, spontaneous communication/interaction verbal and/or 

vocal responses (III A. g. 2,4,6) 
3. Facilitate generalization of skills to other settings (III A i. 3). 
4. Use methods to achieve therapeutic goals and use music and non-music reinforcers (III. A, k. 3). 
 
Presenters: Michelle Gaddis –Kenner  Michelle began working as a music therapist in Lewisville Independent School 
District Department of Education in 2009 and has presented at conferences on the regional level. Currently she is the 
Student Affairs Advisory Board Representative for Southwestern AMTA.  

Mary Lawrence, MT-BC    Mary Lawrence began working at Lewisville Independent School District Department of Special Edu-
cation in 1998 and has trained interns since 2006.  She has done presentations at AMTA national conferences and SWAMATA re-
gional conferences. Mary is the Southwestern Region representative to the Association Internship Approval Committee. 

Schedule Saturday, March 27, 2:00 pm -7:00 p.m. Instruction will be provided for 250 minutes. Breaks will occur during 
the course to reflect this time allotment. 

Format: Experiential and Lecture 

CMTE Credits: 5 

Cost: 75.00 Professional 25.00 Students 

 

For questions regarding CMTE courses, contact Ann Petty, SWAMTA Continuing Education Director (apetty@hcde-texas.org).  
Refunds less a $25 processing fee will be given with written/email notice of cancellation at least 24 hours prior to the course. 
 
Course registrants can pay online at www.swamta1.org or send checks payable to SWAMTA and registration information 
(Name, Address, Phone, Email, CBMT #) to:  
 

Amy Rogers, MT-BC, NMT 
SWAMTA Treasurer 

2775 N. State Hwy 360 #937 
Grand Prairie, TX 75050 
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Attention All Students and 1 st/2nd Year Professionals! 
 

2010 SWAMTA Passages Conference 
Austin, TX 

Saturday March 27, 2010 
Beginning at 2:00 PM 

 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

 
The deadline for proposal submissions is February 27, 2010.  Please email Michelle 
Kennemer (AMTAS.advisor.swr@gmail.com) with your proposal. 
 
A. Title of Presentation (12 words maximum) 
B. Abstract (100 words maximum; appropriate for inclusion in conference program) 
C. Description (300 words maximum; providing sufficient information concerning the 
proposal for the reviewer to evaluate its suitability for this year’s conference) 
D.  Learning Objectives 
E.  Presenters’ names and affiliations 
F. Name, address, telephone, and email of contact person (one of the presenters) 
G. Mini-biography of presenters (50 words maximum per person) 
H. AV Requests (Please only request what you will actually use. AV equipment is 
very expensive.) 
I. Instruments Requested (Please be as specific as possible.) 
J. Room Set up Preferences 
K. Handouts for the session will be provided by the presenters 
L. All sessions will be 50 minutes in length 
By submitting a proposal, I am agreeing to present any time during the conference at 
which my presentation is scheduled.   Passages will end no later than 7:00.  The 
schedule will be determined by number of presenters. 
 
The Second Annual Passages Conference is a mini-conference created for espe-
cially for students and entry level professionals.  This is a great opportunity for stu-
dents and 1st/2nd year professionals to sharpen their presentation skills.  Sessions 
will be attended by other students/entry level professionals and feedback will be pro-
vided by professionals who are experienced in conference presentations.  All ses-
sions will be 50 minutes in length. 
 
Now is your chance to tell us about your interesting practicum, internship experi-
ence, or professional paper.  It is a friendly environment in which to gain experience 
and constructive feedback.  Email Michelle Kennemer 
(AMTAS.advisor.swr@gmail.com) with any questions. 
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Purpose:  To honor members of the 
Southwestern Region of the American 
Music Therapy Association who have 
made outstanding and significant contri-
butions to the profession in the areas of 
education, clinical practice, research, and/
or service.  There are many areas to re-
ceive awards, and multiple awards can be 
given!  Nominate!!!!!!! 
Eligibility:  
 Person nominated must be a current 

member of the Southwestern Region 
of the American Music Therapy Asso-
ciation. 

 A member may be nominated for an 
award in more than one area but may 
receive only one award per year. 

Criteria for Award Areas: 
 Education - for significant accom-

plishments and contributions in col-
lege education, college teaching, or 
the training of music therapy interns. 

 Clinical Practice - for development of 
outstanding music therapy programs 
and services. 

 Research - for significant scholarly 
research and publications. 

 Service - for long-term and significant 
involvement in regional and/or na-
tional activities. 

Nomination Procedures: 
Nomination should include the name 

of the person being nominated 
and the award area for which that 

person is being nominated. 
Nomination should include a state-

ment detailing the nominee's 
contributions and some docu-
mentation related to this infor-
mation 

Persons submitting a nomination 
should solicit two (2) additional 
letters supporting the nomina-
tion - one from another music 
therapist who is currently a 
member of the region and one 
from an outside professional 
who is familiar with the work of 
the nominee. 

Award Presentation: 
The Harmony Award Committee 

reads the nominations and sup-
porting material and decides 
who will receive an award. 

Awards will be announced at the an-
nual spring Regional Confer-
ence. 

Each recipient will be given a framed 
certificate and receive a letter of 
recognition from the region 

All nominations for the Harmony Award 
must be received by February 15, 2010.   
Please send nominations and supporting 
materials to:  
Stephanie Shehan, NMT Fellow, MT-BC 
106 Mertz Lane 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 
stephanie@joyfulnmt.com 
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Southwestern Region Offers  
Scholarships to Interns 
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The Red River Valley is accepting advertising submissions. Prices are discounted for AMTA 

members and yearly subscribers. All Submissions will be con-
sidered. The prices are listed below.  
Size  SWAMTA member     Non-Member 
Full Page $60/$120 pr. yr.        $100/$200 pr. yr. 
½ page  $40/$80 pr. yr.        $75/$150pr. yr 
¼ age  $15/$30 pr. yr.        $30/$60 pr. yr. 
Business Card $10/$20 pr. yr.        $25/$50 pr yr. 
We also accept articles and items for announcements and help 
wanted features. We welcome the ideas and input of our sub-
scribers! Deadlines for submissions are: January 10 (winter 
issue), May 10 (spring issue), and September 10 (fall issue). 
Please send all inquiries and submissions to Terri Hart, MT-
BC, rrveditor@sbcglobal.net, 2405 Sunlight Ln., Pearland, TX 

77584 

"����
�����#�����������
$��%	������������&�
'��������������



��������	�
�������
���
���������

���������
���������
	������������������������������ �
���
������	����
��
���
������������������	���	�����	���������������������� ������	����
����	�����	
����
��������	�������������������������������	� �����!�" #$���
%��������	�
������	�&�
��'����


�
	�����	��
����	� ��������
����	��������������
���
������������$��	��(�����!�" #$�
����
����������������)�	����)�����������������	���� �����
*!�*�+�	���,�	�����������-../�0��	�����$�����������
�
�

�����	���	�����	������ �	�����	��������	��� �



President: * 
Janice M. Harris, MA, MT-BC 
jharrismtbc@sbcglobal.net 
 
President-Elect: * 
Stephanie Shehan, NMT, MT-BC,  
steph_music@yahoo.com 
 
Vice-President: * 
Barbara Bastable, MA, MT-BC 
bbastable@gmail.com 
 
Past President: * 
Edward Kahler, Ph.D., MT-BC 
ekahler@mail.wtamu.edu 
 
Secretary: * 
Elsa Maria Garcia, MT-BC 
melodiesinmotion@aol.com 
 
Assembly Delegate to Board of Directors: *  
Bill Matney, MA, MT-BC 
billmatney@mac.com 
 
Regional Student President: *  
Nicki Wiloth 
pnw002@shsu.edu 
 
Treasurer: 
Amy Rogers, MT-BC 
amymtbc@msn.com 
 
Parliamentarian: 
ChihChen Sophia Lee, Ph.D., MT-BC 
sophia.lee@swosu.edu 
 
Government Relations: 
Marni Dowell, MTBC 
Marni_dowell@sbcglobal.net 
 
Continuing Education: 
Ann Petty, MT-BC, NMT 
ann.petty@earthlink.net 
 
RRV Editor: 
Terri Hart, MT-BC 
rrveditor@sbcglobal.net 
 
SAAB Chair: 
Michelle Kennemer, MT-BC 
jmichelle17@hotmail.com 
advisor.amtas.swr@gmail.com 

 

 
SWAMTA   

2009-2011 Board of Directors  
(*voting members) 


